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P.O. Box 23087

Richfield, MN 55423-0087

MN APSE Board Meeting 

  January 6, 2010
3:00-5:00pm

Kaposia, inc.
380 E. Lafayette Freeway S. Suite 212
St. Paul, MN  55107
Minutes

Present:  Jolene Thibedeau Boyd, Georgette Wondolkowski, Gil Bessard, Andrea Zuber, Jeffrey Nurick, Heidi Maghan, Steve Piekarski, Bob Niemiec, Don Lavin
Absent:   Mary Morehouse, Dawn Bacon
Guests:  Derek Nord, Chris Davies, Joe Timmons, Sara Hasslen
I. Welcome and Introductions: Visitors were: Derek Nord – Institute on Community Integration, Joe Timmons - Institute on Community Integration, and Sara Hasslen - East Suburban Resources, Chris Davis – Kaposia. 
II. Review and approve November Minutes: The minutes from the November Board Meeting were approved and adopted with no changes. Copies of the minutes will no longer be provided at the meeting to save on paper.  The minutes are emailed to board members prior to the meeting.  
III. Financial Report:  The financial report was reviewed by Jolene.   The current balance in our checking account is $15,460.80.  There are currently no outstanding credits or debits against the account.  Copies of the financial report will no longer be provided at the meeting to save paper.  Financial reports will be e-mailed to the Board members prior to each month’s meetings for review.  
IV. Review Bylaws and discussion:  The discussion on the Bylaws was tabled because the bylaws are being reviewed through National APSE.  This discussion will be revisited after the National Board has approved them. 

V. National APSE and State Delegate Updates:  No updates.  
VI. Training Committee:  Chris Davies reported on the State Conference which will be May 17th at Earl Brown Center in Brooklyn Center.  The title is: Employment: Everyone – Everywhere.  Jim Meehan will be the keynote speaker and Jim and Russell Sickles will hold concurrent break out sessions, bringing a rural perspective to supported employment. It is anticipated that their information will be particularly beneficial to people working in rural areas.  Job development perspectives will include creative funding strategies and Discovery.  Laura Owens, APSE Executive Director, will be attending and may be asked to lead community conversations in the “Minnesota Café”.  Rates proposed are:  $100 for members, $150 for non-members, $50 for families and people with disabilities.  There was a discussion regarding discounts with a membership purchase.  It is necessary to talk to National APSE to maintain consistency in that regard.  The rates have increased from last year and there was discussion regarding that.  No one felt the rates were out of line. Bob commented that it may be possible to have some of the speaker’s costs covered by MNTAT. Derek asked if there is a plan to video record any of the conference.  That would have to be cleared by the speakers and the equipment would have to be located.  

The Disability Employment Conference was held on December 1-2, 2009.  It was a great success. 50% of the attended reported that they were going to take positive action as a result of the conference.  More than 95% reported that they liked the conference.  Jeffrey expressed concern regarding a speaker who used the phrase “regular people” as a reference, to which he and others took offense.  This was noted by other attendees as well.  Kudos to the organizers.  
VII. Strategic Planning Update:   Building a Strong and Viable Organization:   At the last meeting the suggestion of having MN APSE advertizing items.  Georgette contacted an advertizing firm in Duluth that is also a supported employer for suggestions. They will get more concrete suggestions with prices for the next meeting.  These things could be used at the May Conference.  
Building Dynamic Community Partnerships: No report.

Shaping Public Policy: There was a policy discussion at the Disability Employment Conference.  MEPI has held a listening session on mental health with the Consumer Survivor Network and got excellent input from that group.  They plan to hold the remaining listening sessions in the first quarter of 2010.   
VIII. Additions to Agenda:

Newsletter: The newsletter is pending due to late article submissions.  Board members who were assigned articles need to turn them in if they haven’t already.

Meeting Location: There has been an attempt to find a neutral meeting location for MN APSE Board meetings that would also have the capability for tele-conferencing.  The public libraries have been good, but do not have that phone capability.  Bob will check into the option of utilizing Skype or iVocalize as options for others to attend using computers much like a webcast.  There have been requests for a consistent location, but also for specific locations around town.  Heidi will contact Mike Newman at State Services for the Blind regarding space. (Jayne’s husband).  

Lifetime Achievement Awardee:  In regard to the Lifetime Achievement Award being given in May at the conference, a motion was made to pay for accommodations for the awardee at the Embassy Suites the night before.  A motion was made by Jolene Thibedeau Boyd, seconded by Georgette Wondolkowski, and subsequently passed, to do so.  

APSE Brochures:  We received 100 new brochures from National APSE.  Jolene moved to order 1,000 more.  Georgette seconded the motion.  Jeffrey asked if pictures of people with more visible disabilities could be added to the brochures.  In addition could our address be added?  Until these questions are answered the motion is tabled.  

Think College:  Joe Timmons (ICI) distributed information about the Think College program 
(www.ThinkCollege.net) which is helping to open college doors for people with intellectual and other developmental disabilities.  The project he is involved with is working with Midwestern colleges, state agencies and people with disabilities.   


Next Board Meeting: February 3, 2010 at Kaposia, 380 E. Lafayette Freeway, S. Suite 212, 

St. Paul, MN  55107
IX. Adjourned:  Meeting Adjourned at 4:20
Minutes submitted by Georgette Wondolkowski, MN APSE Secretary

