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Disability Groups and Topics of MEPI Listening Sessions
· 
· Brain Injury
· Mental Health
· DeafBlind
· Blind
· Physical Disabilities
· Autism
· Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities
· Deaf and Hard of Hearing
· Transition
· Families


Host Organizations for Listening Sessions
· Brain Injury Association of MN
· NAMI Minnesota - National Alliance on Mental Illness
· Mental Health Consumer/Survivor Network of MN
· Mental Health Association of MN
· Advisory Committee on DeafBlindness - State Services for the Blind
· American Council of the Blind of MN
· National Federation of the Blind of MN
· MS Society
· Metropolitan Center for Independent Living
· Autism Society of Minnesota
· Advocating Change Together (ACT)
· Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
· Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
·  Employment First Coalition


MEPI Transition Recommendations
· Support parents’ expectation of work
· Use social networks to empower families
· Real jobs while in school
· Graduate into jobs or post-secondary education
· Redesign services for young adults aged 18-21 and improve interagency collaboration
MEPI Employment Recommendations 
· Work as an expectation 
· Benefits
· Collaborative/integrated models of employment 
· Alternative approaches to job development
· strengths-based approach 
· “recovery” approach
· customized employment
· social capital
· target small businesses
· self-employment
· Underemployment and advancement 
· Accommodations 
· Retention/Ongoing supports/Supported employment/Rapid response
· Self-management/Self-advocacy
· Expertise in serving specific disability groups/Non-metro access to expertise
· Training and re-training for career development
· Transportation

